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UNITED STATES OF AMRRICA. 


MASSACHUSETTS DISTRICT, ss. 


OS . if RP vmembered, That 


at a District Court of the United States, at Boston, within and for the Massachusetts 


District, on the : well day of in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty 


, - 
Personally appeared before the Clerk of said Court Ss . Mun 
0 ro ee | 


f 


in said District, 


an alien and free white person, and by his Declaration in writing, on oath, set forth, That 


he was born at (12 | ; 
on or about the haa jnnscereenaniin in the year 


of our Loyd eighteen hundred and . and is now 
about Mere Line years of age; that he arrived at OfpoLte 
in the oy District of SD OE EE 


7 Sn 2 ee OE OS kT em Pat 


f 
ees 


in the Unjted States of America, on or about the day 
——_—_———. in the year of our Lord eighteen hundred and 

| ———- 3 that it then was, and still is, his bona fide intention 

tizen of the United States of America, and to renounce forever all allegiance 

and fidelity to every foreign Prince, State, Potentate, and Sovereignty whatsoever, more 


especially to 


whose subject he has heretofore been. He therefor prayed, that his said Aces 


intention might become a record of said Court, agreeabl the laws in such case made 


and provided. 
Whereupon the Declaration of the said ; 


was admitted to become a record of said Court, accordingly. 


In TEsTIMONY WHER pF, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed 
the Seal of said Court at Boston, this tect ptt 

A.D. 1852 ,’in the seventy 

r of the Independence of the United States 


District Court for the 


Clerk of the U. States 
Massachusetts District. 
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{ The following Circular was at first intended only for the members of the Synod of the Reform- 
ed Presbyterian Church in the United States, under whose patronage Mr. Morton engaged in the mis- 
sionary work; but, as some other friends were desirious of a copy for their own perusal, it is now re- 

inted for their benefit— New York, July, 1849. 


CIRCULAR. 


-* the bush” was whis 


Port-au-Paince, Hayti, Jan. 18, 1849. 


My Dear Brotaxr,—The mutual relation existing between 
us, as members of the same Synod, the glory of our common 
Lord, the interests of our Mission, and a sacred regard for 

rsonal character, all require, that the following statement 

e transmitted to you and my other co-preshyters, with as 
little delay as possible. If I am not actuated herein by a de- 
sire to promote Gad's glory and the salvation of men, may the 
Lord rebuke and forgive me. and “ let the righteons smite me. 
it shall be a kindness!” May the Head of the Church grant 
to you, and to all the other members of Svnod, a disposi- 
tion to hear, with patience and candor, a narration of my re- 
cent experience, in which perhaps you may find things both 
“new and old.” 

Mv sentiments in relation to the ‘‘ Sabbath of the Lord our 
God,” have undergone an important change; to which I now 
wish to call your attention. Onr Confession of Faith, Cate- 
chisms, and Testimony, all teach that the first dav of the week 
is, and has been ever since the resurrection. of Christ. the 
Christian Sabbath. This doctrine alone, of all those contain- 
ed in our Standards, though I did believe it till lately, I can 
no longer receive. As to the manner o: sanctifving the Sab- 
bath, I believe all that you and I have always contended for ; 
but, for the present, I am constrained to helieve. that the 
seventh day of the week is the only weekly Sabbath that God 
has ever appointed. 

My attention was first called to this subject by Rev. W. M. 
Jones, Missionary of the Baptist Church, who has recently 
abandoned his earlier views and practice in regard to the Sab- 
bath. He not only argued the qnestion with me at length, 
but gave me some pnblications of the American Sabbath Tract 
Society, which. as they seemed to breathe a spirit of ardent 
piety and zeal for God's law, [ read with attention. Both in 
my discussion with him, and in the reading of those tract«. I 
struggled with all my might to convince myself, from the 
Scriptures, of the divine appointment of the first-day, or 
Christian Sabbath. But though I did not then doubt it, I was 
astonished to find how hard it ia to prove it. 

I searched all the books I could find, bearing on this qnes- 
tion, and discovered. what I had never noticed before, that 
the early French and Genevan Reformers, with Calvin at their 
head, had tanght the abrogation of the fourth commandment, 
asa ceremonial institution; and that they contended for a 
Sabbath, or stated day of worship. under the gospel. only as 
a wise and necessary human arrangement. I found that even 
Turretin, at a later period, had tatght that the fourth com- 
mandment is partly ceremonial, and that it was necessary to 
change the Sabbath from the seventh day, in order to puta 
difference between Jews and Christians. I found also in my 
books quotations, containing similar sentiments, from the cel- 
wares Augsbure Confession. The only authors I conld find 
who had attempted to prove, from the Scriptures, that the 
Sabbath has been changed from the seventh to the first day 
of the week, by divine authority. were, Turretin, and the 
framers of our Standards. These authors appeared to depend 
mainly for proof upon three texts of Scripture :—Acts 20: 7; 
1Uor. 16: 1.2; and Rev. 1: 10. When T came to examine 
these texts. I was surprired and mortified, to find that they 
contain neither the word “Sabbath.” nor any other synony- 
mous with it. True, I had alwats thought that the * Lord’- 
day,”” Rev. 1: 10, was the first day of the week; bat my op- 
ponents contended that the terms refer more properly to the 
seventh, which God styles “my ‘holy day,” Is. 58: 13; and 
when I remembered “his challenging a special propriety in 
the seventh,” I could not well deny it. “Moreover. 1 could 
not find a single passage asserting that the first is holier than 
any other day of the week, or that Cliri‘tians were, in the 
aposties’ days, in the habit of holding religious meetings regn- 
larly on that day. Neither could I discover that Christ or his 
aposties had ever spoken, directly or indirectly, of keeping a 
day holy in honor of his resurrection; nor that that event, 
which is always held up as the occasion of the change of the 
Sabbath, is even once mentioned in connection with the first 
day, unless where it is recorded as a historical fact. On the 
other hand, I observed that Christ und his apostles were ac- 
customed to enter into the synagogue on the seventh day, or 
Sabbath, for public worship. Luke 4: 16; Acts 17: 2, and 
else where. | 

Thus, my dear brother, I saw at this critical moment all 
,. Scripture evidence forsaking me, while every inch of ground 
~ on which I could set my foot was trembling. It seemed as 
if the thunders of Sinai were uttering anew their awful threat- 
enings, while the “ still small voice” of “ Him that dwelt in 
ring in my enrs, “The seventh day is 
the Sabbath of the Lord thy Gud.” Ex.20: 10. “Iam Je- 
hovah, I change not.” Mai. 3: 6. “ Verily, I say unto you, 


| tablishes 


till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise 
from the law, till all be fulfilled.” Matt.5: 18. still I 
esitated. For a moment! thought of “ going down to Egypt 
forhelp.” The Fathers, thought I, have fixed the interpretation 
of these texts in favor of the observance of the first day. But 
immediately I heard a voice within me, saying, “ Would you 
then observe a holy-day, whose appointment cannot be prov- 
ed from the Bible, without the aid af heasin tradition 7? ould 
you admit the ‘testimony of the Fathers,’ toset aside one of the 
plainest injunctions of the moral law, that law that was writ- 
ten upon tables of atone, ‘ by the finger of God,’ and styled, 
by way of preéminence, ‘the Testimony?’” No! I replied, 
with an involuntary shudder; and another flood of Scriptures 
came rushing in, like “ deep waters,” tothe very soul. “ The 
law of the Lord is perfect.” Ps. 19: 7. “ Forever. O Lord, 
thy word is settled in heaven.” Ps. 119: 89. “ Thy right- 
eousness is an everlasting righteousness, and thy law is the 
truth.” Ps. 119: 142. “All his commandments are sure; 
they stand fast forever and ever, and are done in truth and 
uprightness” I's. 111: 7,8. ‘“ Think not that I am come to 
destroy the law or the prophets; I am not come to destroy, 
but to fulfill.” Matt.5: 17. “Do we then make void the 
law through faith? God forbid; yea, we establish the law.” 
Rom. 3: 31. O, my brother, “the word of God is quick and 
powerful, and sharper than oa | two-edgel sword " 

You have now my reasons for embracing a doctrine which 
is confessedly at variance with our Standards. What I en- 
treat of you is, that you will once more examine this subject 
for yourself, and see whether those Standards are consistent, 
on this pont, either with the Scriptures, or with themselves. 

You perhaps think that I have forsaken the “ footsteps of 
the flock,” and that testimony which has been sealed with 
the blood of martyrs. But tell me candidly, was there ever 
a martyr who died in defense of the first-day Sabbath? Or, 
could you, my brother, collect from the Scriptures evidence 
of its divine appointment, clear enough to solace your soul in 
the midst of the flames? From my inmost soul I pity that 
Covenanter who may be called to testify, at the stake, to-the 
change of the Sabbath from the seventh to the first day of 
the week. Remember, too. that | am now in the path that 
was trodden by the saints for more than four thousand years; 
and it is for you to show that that path was ever stopped up, 
unless by the presumption and inexcusable neglect of man. 
Truly, | am “ compassed about by a great cloud of witnesses.” 
I would follow the example of Jehovah himself, who * blessed 
the seventh day and sanctified it.” and by whom “ the Sab- 
batn was made for man ;” the example of Adam, Enoch, and 
Noah ; of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and the twelve patriarchs: 
@@ Moses, Aaron. and those millions of Pilgrim Covenanters 
who united in its observance in the wilderness; the example 


(of Samuel, David, and a host of other prophets; of Jesus 


Christ, our Divine Mediator and ‘ Lord of the Sabbath ;” and 
of the apostles of our Lord, together with the churches es- 

cal watered by them ;—in one word, the example 
of all the saints, from Adam to the last apostle; all of whom 
kept and honored the seventh day as “the Sabbath of the 
Lord their God,” and. having finished their course with joy, 
are entered into that icarenty rest, of which the Sabbath was, 
and still is, an emblem. 

I intend, if the Lord will, to be present at the next meet- 
ing of onr Synod, and meet my bretbren face tu fuce. 1 ex- 
pect. of course, nothing less than to be excladed from the 
privileges of the charch; bat I rejvice that I have learned to 
reapect the discipline of the Lord's house. I desire, therefore, 
with «a willing heart to approach the altar, and, if the Head 
of the Church require it, to be “ offered upon the sacrifice and 
service of our faith.” that God may be glorified in my salva- 
tion and not in my destruction. God forbid, that either pre- 
judice. willful ignorance, passion, or personal resentment, 
should fan the flame of that altar ! 

In conclusion, rest assured of my continaed and unabated 
attuchment to the cauge of the Reformation, in general, and 
to the interests of the Reformed Presbyterian Church. in par- 
ticular; and allow me to repeat what | blew already intimat- 
ed, that with every other doctrine coutained in our Standards 
Lam, so far as I understand my profession, entirely satisfied ; 
nor have I abandoned this one, but from a firm conviction that 
it ia not taught in God's Word. I know well, that trials sore. 
and many await me. God doth know, that my heart de- 
lighteth not in contention; but, my brother, have we not all 
‘‘entered into a curse. and into an oath, to walk in God's law. 
which was given by Moses, the servant of God, to observe 
and do ‘all ee commandments of the Lord our God?’” Neh. 
10: 29, Your brother in Gospel bonds, 

J. W. Monto, 
Missionary of the Ref. Presb. Church. 
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REPORT OF THE KOLAPUR MISSION FOR 1854. 


‘Tne second year of our Mission has closed. A severe and 
protracted sickness laid us aside from duty some three months 
and attendance on the general meeting of our Missions at Ah- 
mednuggur with our Deputation from America, necessitated an 
absence of two months more, so that the labors of the year have 
been much broken. While at the station and health permitted, 
these labors have been prosecuted much as last year. 


I, Preaching Services. 


‘There have been two daily services, one, at the Mission Bun- 
galow, and one in Town. An additional third service has 
been held on the Sabbath with thirty or forty poor people. 

Our services continue to be well attended, though the hearers 
are evidently influenced more by curiosity and a wish to “ hear 
some new thing” than by a sincere desire to know and believe 
the truth. Some, however, have given evidence that their minds 
and hearts have been affected by the gospel message, though 
none have been received into the church. Of the five inquirers 
mentioned in our last Report, one has been baptized and re- 
ceived to church fellowship in a neighboring Mission, thus fur- 
nishing us the same reason to rejoice over him as if we had re- 
ceived him ourselves, . 

Our preaching services in ‘Town have hitherto’ been held in 
small; low school-rooms where the close air and intense heat 
have proved a very severe tax upon heakh. This inconvenience 
was felt so severely that a Chapel was commenced early in the 
year and a small building (foundation 62 feet by 36 feet) has 
been completed at an expense of some $ 400, (Rs. 800) and we 
have now the luxury of a sufficiently large and convenient place 
for these services. 


Some time has been spent, at various intervals, in itinerating 
labors among the villages, with the usual’ result of quite large 
and attentive audiences drawn together by curiosity and the ex- 
citement naturally incident to such visits among a rural popu- 
lation where a foreigner has been seldom or never seen. 


2 
IT. Circulation of Books and Tracts. & 


This auxiliary to our preaching labors has proved no less val- 
uable than heretofore. A somewhat smaller number has gone 
into circulation, but the amount received for sales exceeds that 
of last year. 

The statistics are as follows, viz. 

Copies. Pages. 

Books. and Tracts put in circulation...... 1822 — 147,016 

‘New Testaments and other Scriptures do.. 71=— 34,063 


Total.... 1893 — 181,079 


The amount received for those sold, after deducting all ex- 
penses for colporteurs &c., is Rs. 142. The increasing value 
attached to our Tracts and Books in the estimation of the na- 
tives is certainly gratifying. 


ITT. Free Schools. 


Our appreciation of a good system of vernacular schools in 
connection with Mission Jabors in India, has not. at all diminish- 
ed during the past year, As a means of access to the people— 
of conciliating their friendly regards and communicating Chris- 
tian truth in the most intelligible and unobjectionable manner, 
they seem quite indispensable, especially in the first years of a 
Mission. 

The statistics of our schools at the close of the year are as fol- 
lows, viz. 


5 Boys’ Schools.............+... pupils 360 
Bt ARIE, ED. S oo de more dreces WA es do. 50 
DOU <.0.0-an:0n 400 x 
While a thorough course of secular studies is prosecuted in 

these schools, the prominent and controlling object is to com- 
municate a correct knowledge and understanding of the Chris- 
tian Scriptures. This object, we are happy to feel, is secured 
toa very good extent. The Scripture lessons being always 
made most prominent in the frequent visits and monthly ex- 
aminations by the Missionary himself, the teachers and pupils 
soon come to regard them as the most important, and a failure 
is less frequent in these than in any other lessons. 
_ (hus a large amount of knowledge and an intelligent under- 
standing of Scripture truth is secured, and as God’s word shall 
not return unto him void, so surely shall not this seed sown in 
youthful minds, fail, of a permanent influence on their future 
lives and characters. 


To our Friends who have generously contributed to support 
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these schools, we hereby tender our very sincere acknowledge- 
ments. A list of their contributions is appended. 

From those who value this department of labor and whose 
hearts the Lord shall incline to help us, further contributions 
will be thankfully received, while for the success of our hum- 
ble labors in the conversion of precious souls we hope also to 
share in the kind sympathy and prayers of all who are waiting 
and praying for the coming of Christ’s kingdom in this land. 


»¥, Very Respectfully. 


| R. G. Witper. 
Kolapar, January, 1855. = “hw 
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Weare thankful to be able to inform the friendsof this Mission that ig 
has beenresumed. Forced to leave it in 1857 by failure of healih, we went 
with regret and hoping soon to return. But when the sea-voyage and our 
native climate had so far restored us that we began to form plans for com- 
ing back, the Mission was suddenly abandoned by the Society which com- 
menced it. 

This obliged us to abandon it also, or seek other means for its support, 
We chose the latter alternative and’ the Lord has thus far prospered out 
undertaking. We reached India the 23th of Ociuber, find a very friendly 
welcome from the people, and resume the same agencies and plans of labor 
as formerly. | 

I. Preaching. 


To preach--to make known Christ and Him crucified to these perishing 
dolators—this is the one object of cur livgs. We attach great importance 
30 our daily and Sabbath Services, and iP 9 much to find them obstruct- 
ed for the present by the loss of our chapel. In the weak state of our 
Mission this is a serious calamity. A good cbapelin this large heathen 
city is an urgent necessity, and we must build one as soon as possible. But 
where shall we find the means? While in our native land we were able 
to prepare and publish a small volume entitled ‘* Mission Schools in 
India” &c. which is receiving some kind favor, and the avails of which 
we have resolved to devote for the present to this special object. This will 
help some but we feel constrained to let our friends know our emergency, 
and we trust the Lord will incline some hearts to help us build a chapel. 


HM, Tracts and Books. 

There are few readers among the people of this province, and a low ee. 
timate of the benefits of Education. But a taste for reading is increasing 
somewhat, our Christian Tracts are gladly received, and we have evidence 
that they are kept and read with care., During the first part of the year 
we left India, and the fraction of 1861 since our return, the issues of our 
Depository are as follows, viz. 

Copies. Pages. 

Tracts and Books put: in circulationss++.+ese+eee+ 256d 236,164 

Bibles and portions of Scripture... csess+ ces. seeeee 402; 26,42) 


Total.. ore 2,601=< 261,550 
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lf, Schools. 


Our friends know our estimate of these agencies ia enlightening and 
evangelizing a heathen people. Mission schools in past years have proved 
greatly effective in conciliating favor and making known the truth, and 
they have been: greatly blessed of God iu winning souls to Christ. We 
hope and pray for like results in future. Weclose the year with two ver- 
nacular schools for boys, having inthem 100 youth and children daily 
learning the precious truths of the Gospel. 


IV. Native Converts. 

The few converts here, who had given evidence of piety and been 
receive] to church fellowship, have died or removed elsewhere. We hear 
a good report of one of them now living in a neighbouring mission. Another 
whose case was one of much interest and who gave promise’of being gteat- 
ly useful, died in our absence, Thus the little nucleus of a native 
church here has ceased to exist, and for this we have to begin our 
work anew, hoping aud praying that God will bless His own truth and 
gather here a people to His praise. ; 

We canuot close this brief notice without recording our devout gratitude 
to God for His special favor to this mission since it was abandoned 
by the Society which commenced it. Cut off suddenly from all support 
its extinction seemed complete. But the memory of past years of {oil 
here —the difficulties and discouragements overcome, the opposition of the 
people out-lived ani their kindly favor won, the good foundations laid 
and the brightening prospects of the last two years of labor Lhere—all 
served to bind our hearts to this mission and people. 

But whence should we find bread in the wilderness ? With no influen- 
tial patrons the idea of obtaining independent support seemed presuim p- 
tuous. But the Lord raised up friends for us. Our Presbytery, learning 
the facts of the case, at once endorsed us; a volautary cominittee of able 
ministers and laymen took charge of the Mission ; ani afew months labor 
in the churches secured sufficient sympathy and aid to make it prudent 
to retura to our work. 

An account of all receipts in our native land, with expenses incurrel, 
has been ren lered to our Committee. To the kind friends who helped us 
on Sur passage aud siuce reaching (ndia, we return our grateful ackaow- 
ledgements, 

The terrible conflict now waging iu America may cut off some of our 
expected supplies, but for the future we trust in God and such {riends as 
He may incline to aii us, thiukful to be able to say, 


“ [Titherto hath the Loup helped us.” 


uf passage, and since teaching India 
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To the friends who support this Mission we are thankful to be able to 
report another year of uninterrupted labour. We have suffered some from 
sickness, ourselves and our children, but have not left our work. 


I. Preaching. 


val Our daily.and Sabbath services at our own house have continued to be 
well attended, the Sabbath audience averaging about 100, though this attend- 
ance has diminished somewhat since the recent’ baptism of some of our 
inquirers. 


We have had occasiona) services in different parts of the city, and our 
Native Assistant, Dkondoba, has gathered small audiences in the city, usually 
five times a week. His Sabbath audience has been in the open street; quite 
im the centre of the town, where he reports a large and respectful attendance. 
Both Dhondoba, and Vyenkoo, our Christian teacher, have visited a few of the 
surrounding villages, where the people have come out to hear them in 
numbers varying from 20 to 60)". ' 


Our teachers ps! some, 20. other young men hare continued. to come 
twice a week, for the study of the Bible and other Christian books, and the 
truth often elicits their voluntary assent. Several of them seem convinced 
of the folly and falsity of Hinduism, and are held to it only by social and caste 

II.’ Tracts and Books, 
e-i ie nm 

This branch of ‘old work’ Gbnitiniies to be ond of interest, We have not 
been able to employ any Colporteur for “Tract distribution, but during the 
yore hy prut in cireuilation— : | 


Copies Page 
155 ~*~ 110, 
Eiston, Testaments and a. of Scripture _ 457 
suo | ie * ‘dts rit 


fi45) 


i Totals: Ve 2,312) 
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The few readers in this State manifest an eagerness for books which ‘it is 
pleasant to gratify, and they have bought so many of the above as to evable 
us to dit, Rs. Ta Bile Mi thei , Ayails. Some, time , has, been 
devanclt' Weed idc Chiddeen ih in Marathi for hbablication, 
and the amon s ‘Dicahie? has been revised and sent to press for a new 
edition. | Ox | 


III. Schools. 


e have reduced our schools from five to four this year, three for, boys 
and one for girls, The schopl-rolf . lis have the names of 300 boys and 54 girls 
who have attended with more or less ‘regularity during the year, Mrs. Wilder 
has found more satisfaction inthe regular attendance and progress of the girls 
than ever before. We have evidence that,Christian instruction produces 
~ serious impressions in many of these young minds and hearts. Despite the 
uifluence af parents.and the force of ‘habit they soon come to see and féd! the 
folly:of -idolatry,and niany of their superstitions. | ‘Some of the young: men 
show an-intelligent understanding and conviction: of the truth, and we have 
reason to continue teaching and laboring for them in hope. 


ao These schools \are still our.chief meaws of acquaintance and influence with 
the.people,,, The fact that, we ¢ome to teach thein a new religion only disposes 
them. to. avoid us, Our manifest kindness in teathing their children to. read 
and ether useful knowledge seems to disarm their a and ineline them 
ghee epiaaaateaasege. + eievik” ) Gaso col Aged 
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“2 V. " Native Gontitate:, 


The five native communicants and four secs children of the Church 
lidve alt beer! spared, and’ three adiilts hive’ been aided to their nudiber by 
profession ; ‘bo that’ we close the year with a ative church of eight commiini- 
cants and fout ns pare ener. if ~ 

ano Wh iit (* 1M eae ct ss 

The three converts recently baptised have attended our preaching servi- 
ces and personal instructions from one to two years, and this year have quite 
regularly attended the reading and instruction of our Bible Reader. This 
Christian woman is pccustomed to read some portion of the Bible daily fo all 


the. women of her Vicinity Whom ,she cap persuade to listen to, her, We 
know ‘pot ‘which agency was most ‘blest of God to these conyerts, por, is it 


important to decide. Whoever plants or waters, God only giveth the increase 
and to Him be all the praise. We value the efforts and influence of this 
Bible Reader, and are thankful to the kind ladies in London who erey her. 


Oikae Seauirera during the year have ‘greatly encouraged 0 our is of 
them.; -Oniej a Gosavie, heard 4he truth gladly for a time, and even went so 
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far,as,to eat with our,Chyistan people and thus break caste; but be) after- 
wards found that he was not prepared to give up all for Christ; and.suddenly 
disappeared. Probably he went among strangers who knew not that he had 
violatetl caste, and regaindd his \staviding as a:Hindu priest; | While by mo 
me@ns satisfied. with the small result of our lubours,.we, at the sanie inte, 
tlevoutly thank ee for.s0 much evidence of His presence and blessing. -\ 


o oO ) 


m7 we Finainces. Vee A 
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9 “ dowill sing unto: the doesn, Aiedienesilits belly: deol bountifully, with 
mei” OPs. 13:.6. Such is the feeling of our hearts. as.we review the ,past 
und commencé another year of effort in this bigoted heathen city: ~- God bad 
blest our work ‘and’éent us'means to sgstain it: Our resources fér the .year 
have come just at we tieeded them. Our weak faith has sometimes reminded 
us that we have mo Society on whith to rely, ald has subjected us’to anpled- 
Yant anxieties; but né bills ‘hive ‘matured without means to’ pay’ thenb. 

Funds have corhe, most opportunely in some instances, and from persons of 
whom we had never known or heard before. 


iy 
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| . Wa close the year without debt and with a small balance which has beén 
poutribghed expressly for building a Chapel, and is being | so used. Perhiap 
we should state that this balance is aufficient to meet only a small part of the 
expense of building ; but we have felt sp certain that the Lord approves.oyr 
wish and purpose to build oneyplece; for His worship amidst these 2§2, ido} 
temples of Kolapoor, that. we: haye commenced it, and the foundations are 
being laid. We purpose to go on with the work as long as we can, and then 
| suspend it, if necessary, resting in the assurance that if the Lord sees it to be 

Wis.glory.téd Have'a Christian Chapel here He will send us means to finish 
| own good tite. ee Aol wort) woqnieA 


VEikcept the Lon build the house, they labour in vain that build it? 


Luft y 


The following sums received simce our’ last Report 
acknowledged, viz:— 


Capt.' Elphinstone...... Rs. 


H. K. Disney, Esq. «..- 
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John G. Ward, Esq. .«.. 
Mrs. Dr. Small .... sree 
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Mr. Baba Padmanji ..--. 
D. J. Kennelly, Eaq .> +» 
J. H, Crawford, Esq. ee 
Mrs. Dr. Grierson....+> 
Rev. R. Stothert ...... 
8. . Hardy, Eaq.....+. 
G. H. Master, Esq. +... 
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‘Indian Fem, Narmal 
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Major T. Candy ...... 
A. Davidson, Beq ...... 
Mrs. Dr. Leith ....++.- 
Mrs. Col. Schneider .... 
John Mills, M.D. seeegs 
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C. Forjett, Esq...+..... 
Robt. Brown, for Chapel 
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With devout gratitude we record the Lord’s mercy to dur Mission 
another ‘year—a year of continuous labour, with increasing evidence of 
God’s blessing on our work. 

I.— Preaching. " 

Our daily and Sabbath services, with Bible classes, and catechetical 

exercises at the Mission House, and our stated services in the Town, 


have~contmued-as~ heretofore, interrupted only when we have been 
absent in the villages. 


Our new Chapel) was completed and dedicated in August, out of 
debt, much.to our joy and thankfulness. Our Mussulmen neighbours, 
to whom oug- former Chapel had been sold in our absence, and who had 
transformed it into a|\Mosque, haying zealously opposed our building 
this new Chapel, repeatedly stopping our work, by their petitions to 
Government, it affords us speci { eratiention to find a firm and con- 
ciliatory. course has so far rat their feelings that several of them 
are among our most regular hearers. The chief owner of the Mosque— 
a powerful pugilist—came in at our dedicatory service, taking a pro- 
minent seat on the right of my preaching-desk, and I have missed his 
imposing form at only one service since. 


Our audience has gradually increased from 100 to 200 and up- 
wards, and with glad hearts we record our thanks to, God and the dear 
friends who have helped us to build this Chapel to His praise. May 
His presence fill it and make it the birthplace of many precious souls. 


II.—Preaching Tours. 


We have spent some two months of the year on tour, and have 
heen able to preach the Gospal in 130 different villages; We have 
found ausliences. varying from half-a-dozen to 300, and they have 
listened to our message with much attention and respect, 


Of the 130 villages visited, we have found schools assisted and 
directed by Government in 10 villages; independent schools with 
some half-a-dozen boys in éach learning to write on sand-boards in 16 
villages, and in the remaining 104 villages no schools at all. 


In 30° villages, inthe more mountainons parts of our parish, we 
found no one able to read our Traets. 


[ 


_ the year has been— 
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ied by a dear Christian 
ayne will accept our warmest 
mat this labour may not be. 
»the Scriptures and Tracts 
Christian truth has been 
ance that _ 


The expense of these tours was ful 
lady in England, and if this meets her v4 
thanks, and help) us with her prayers to Gq 
in vain. By means of our preaching, 
left among the people, a large amount 
widely communicated, and we rejoin in they 


‘The precious seed shall n¢ "be lost, 
For Grace ensures the cre Ad ae 


IIll.—Tracts and E “ be. 


Our Tracts and portions of Scripture I > e found a larger demand, 
‘owing mainly to our tours, The numbe§ put in circulation, during 


* 


t 


” Polumes. Pages. 
Tracts and Books ... se «s-<«% 2,484 = 136,278 
Scriptures and Portions 465 = 156,729 


: 
' 
Total » 2,949 293,007 


Avails of those sold and brought to Mission credit is Rs. 47. 


Last ‘year we mentioned the case of a Hindu whom we met on 
one of our tours, who had kept his Tracts and Bible with much care 
for nine years ; had'committed to memory’ portions of Scripture, the 
entire Catechism and Christian Creed, and avowed his conviction of the 
truth. We hoped he would soon confess Christ before men, but he has 
not yet done so.’ He has visited us once at Kolapoor, writes often, 
and still claims to be a true believer, but shrinks from the test and trial 
of giving up all for Christ. We still hope aud pray for him. 


IV.—Schools. 


Our Schools are among the poses people, who suffer most from 
the continued high prices, and the School rolls show les regular attend- 
ance than formerly. in vail 


Our 3 Boys’ Schools have. ~180 pupils. 
1 Girl’s School ...... 54 Puan 


\ 
Total.. 234 pupils. 


The attendatice and progress of the girls are very satisfactory, and 


' Mrs. W. continues to find ort leasure in- this part of her work. 
t 


If India is ever to be evange ese dear youth and children must 
have a Christian education. i 


V.—Native Church, 


We closed 1864 with six communicants. This ‘year we have been 
permitted to. welcome five adults to the, sacred ordimances of the 
Church, and to baptise five children. We are still a feeble band, our 
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;trearts longing to see more of these idolaters coming to Christ ; but 


for these few we thank God and take courage, praying that they may 
endure to the end and be saved. 


Our Bitle Reader has continued to be useful both among the 
other women of the Church and inquirers who seek to know more about 
the Gospel, and some of the time she has been able to gather women 
at their own houses who will not come out to a more public service. 


VI.—Finances. 


The Lord has enabled us to carry on all branches of our work | 
and close the year without debt The dear friends and Sabbath 
Schools who encouraged us to establish this Mission by pledging annual 
subscriptions for five years have fulfilled their pledges with a fidelity 
which rebukes all distrust of Christian integrity, and makes their 
subscription papers Missionary records of special interest. A few 
subscriptions remained unpaid at our last advices, but we have little 
doubt every pledge will be redeemed. 


We have no wish to hold these dear friends responsible for the 
future oppor ofthe Mission. We desire all who have a0 their five 
years’ subscriptions to feel entirely free from further obligation. We 
choose to leave ourselves and our dear Mission in the hands of Him 
whom we try to serve. At the same time we need not conceal our 
hope that old friends will cherish a permanent interest in our work ; 
and if they continue to help us with their prayers and contributions 
we shall thank God on their behalf. 


We greatly need an associate. Our field is immense. The 
harvest here is perishing for want of labourers. To our younger 
brethren in America, who are seeking to know where they can do 
most for Christ and the salvation of men, we earnestly commend the 
facts and present condition of this Mission. Will not some young 
brother, willing to “ endure\hardness as a good soldier of Christ,” 
come and share with us in this toil. We will gladly pledge him his 
full share in such means as the Lord may send us for carrying on the 
work, and in the rich rewards Leoni by Him who gave our com- 
mission to “ Go TEACH ALL Nations,” and with it the blessed as- 
surance— : 
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We owe special thanks to dear friends here in India who have 


Indian Female Normal School and Instruction Rs. a. p. 
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“ Wat shall we render unto the Lord for all His benefits?" We are 
permitted to close another year of uniuterrupted labor. 


I.—Preaching. 


Our preaching services, prayer meetings, Church meetings, Bible 
classes, and catechetical exercises, have all been sustained, and most of 
them with increasing interest. The services in our city chapel have been 
unavoidably suspended during our absence on preaching tours, but 
when the Chapel bell gives notice of our presence, 150 to 200° gather 
promptly and listen witha measure of interest that encourages our 
hopes and incites our best endeavours to impress the blessed teachings 
of God’s Word on their minds and hearts. 


A stated service with 30 to 40 poor people has given to most of thein 
a clear apprehension of what they must do to be saved, and some of 
the:in are asking baptisin. 


I].—Preaching Tours. 


We have spent four and a-half months of the year in this work, and 
made known the Gospel, so far as was practicable ona single visit, in 622 
villages and hatnlets, 543 of these we had never seen before, nor had any 
other missionary ever visited them, so far as we were able to learn. 
Judging from careful observation and the figures given us by the 
village officers, the aggregate populatiou of these villages is 314,633. 
The number which gathered to hear us in each village varied from 
half-a-dozen to five hundred, 


We found schools under Government supervision in only 10 of these 
villages ; and indigenous schools wit a few boys writing on sandboards 
in only 40. In 572 we found no school at all. 


In 333 of these villages we found no one of the permanent residents 
able to read or write, the village accounts being kept by some writer of 
a neighbouring village. | : 
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In recording these facts it is proper to note that these villages are in 
an independent Native State, and in its most mountainous portion ; 
‘and while deeply impressed with a feeling that this gross ignorance 
among sogdarge a mass of people is sufficiently startling to incite to more 


tional efforts within the last few years. In a few of the er villages, _ 


and especially in Kolapoor itself, these efforts are on a gep@tbus scale and 
proving successful. , 


pena 


Among the mountains we found much sickness, so ma haying died 
in some villages that a panic had seized on the reat, and undeha_ supefsti-- 


tious feeling that evil spirits had cometo destroy the village, the officers 
and all able to go had deserted leaving the sick and dying with no one 
to care for them, and were living in rude grass hats hastily thrown up in 
. the fields (ran) a few miles from their villages. 


In six such instances we succeeded in persuading some to go back 
with us to their villages, and give medicine, water, and food to the sick, 
_ and bury or burn tlie dead. We found occasion to give medicine in thirty 
villages. 


The people of this region are terribly superstitious, but simple-minded 
enough not to brace their hearts against the tiuth or oppose it with casu- 
istry, unless under the immediate influence of their priests. Their ready 
assent, sincere conviction, and deep feeling, under the plain teachings of 
the Gospel, as to the folly and falsity of idols, man’s apostacy and need 
of a sinless Saviour, and God's infinite love and mercy in providing such 
a Saviour, were often deeply affecting, and led us to the conviction that, 
with a few earnest workers living among them and teaching them daily, 
hundreds of them would soon receive the truth in the love of it, and be- 
come sincere believers. 


The first years after our return to India, chapel-building and im- 
perative duties confined us to the station, but for the last four years a 
summary of our Preaching tours may be given, as follows, viz. :— 


Year. ‘Villages Their popu-| Government Indigenous No School | No Reader 


visited. lation. Schools in Schools in in in 
1864 51 | 94,210 6 of them| 18 of them 27 No data kept. 
1865 | 180 152,849 | 10 ,, aa 104 80 
1866 | 174 | 842,704 | 31 ,, 4 ,, 119 20 
1867 622 814,688 10 4 40 ,, 572 833 
Totals.| 977 908,896 | 57 of them) 98 __seo., 822 483 
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A large part of our touring in 1865 and 1866 was in the neighbouring 
Putwurdhun States and the Satiara Collectorate, where the villages are 
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fdrger and more populous than those in the mountainous region visited 
this year, and where Government has established more frequent schools. 


Of the above villages 794 were visited on these tours for the first 
time, the people having never before heard the Gospel so far as we 
could ascertain. 


Among them are thirty-eight large towns and villages varying, from 
2,000 to 30,000 population, every way suitable to become Mission centres, 
with one or more missionaries settled in each, and baving large circles of | 
surrounding villages to be occupied, with Native preachers and helpers. 
When all become thus occupied this part of India will be speedily 
evangelized. 

IlI.—Tracts and Books. 


This branch of our work has gone on with no lack of interest. Our 
circulation -during the year has been— 


Volumes. Pages. 
ON RE THROU. casas dndidcchicencerssecesens 3,594 == 156,744 
Bibles and Portions of Scripture ............ 817 == 328,600 


Totals 4,411 = 485,344 

The avails of those sold, deducting all cost of selling, are Ks.45. We 
warmly advocate circulation by sale, but with no absolute restriction, 
unless in places where our Scriptures and Tracts have already become 
well known. In villages never before visited, when the people gather 
around us, aud become roused and interested by the strange new truths 
of the Gospel, we cannot forego the pleasure of leaving a tract and por- 
tion of Scripture among them, and in case of the larger villages the New 
Testament or the whole Bible is often entrusted to the best readers, with 
a ready promise that they will read it to all the villagers. 


Our total circulation since resuming this Mission in 1861 is :— 


Volumes. Pages. 
Tracts and Books ................c....eseeeeees 19,138 1,048,486 
Bibles and Portions of Scripture ......... 2.578 1,047,453 


Totals 21,716 2,095,939 
Our total receipts for those sold during tbe saine time, deducting all 
expenses of selling them, is Rs. 264. 
We see much to convince us that the contents of these Tracts and 
Scriptures are working like good leaven inthe minds and hearts of 
this people. 


IV.—Schools. 


In this department we have done less than in former years. This has 
arisen both froin a lack of means and of time and strength to devote to 
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them. The first part of the year our funds fell off, till in April we found 
our Mission more. than Rs.1,000 in debt. We dismissed two of our 
achools durivg that month, and have not revived thew since. The scholars 
showed a warm attachment to the Mission, most of them continuing to 
come for our personal instruction as often as we could find time to hear 
thei : and since coming home from our village work we have yielded to 
their importanity, and allow them to comedaily. The attendance is now 
only 35, but if we could give them more time, or had a suitable assistant 
to take charge of this school, its nunber would rapidly increase, and thus 
bring a most promising class of young men under our daily Chris- 
tian teaching. 


The names of more than 200 boys were ov our school lists the past 
year, but we estimate the average attendance for the whole year to have 
been about 80 ; the girls’ schoo] numbers 49. 


Mrs. Wilder has found increasing interest and pleasure in the care 
and progress of this school. 


Our educational efforts the past seveu years, so far as figures express 
them, may be indicated as follows, viz.:— 


1861 1862 1863 1864 1865 1866 1867 
Boys...... 100 230 300 247 1i80.—s—i‘<‘ézi‘ HOD RO 
Girls...... — 20 54 46 54 41 49 


We would most gladly enlarge these educational efforts if we had 
means andstrength todo so. The hope of India’s evangelfation depends, 
under God, on the right education of these dear youth and children. 


V.— Native Church. 


We have had the pain of disciplining two Church members the past 
year for neglect of covenant vows and Church ordinances. They are 
still suspended from Church fellowship. We closed 1866 with 13 adult 
converts and 4 baptized children. Three adults have been baptized and 
received into the Church during the year, and three children baptized, 
making our present) pumber 16 adult converts and 7 baptized children. 


One of these converts is an aged Mussulman woman. -Both she and 
her son, then a teacher in one of our schools, were among our first 
inquirers, and five years ago resolved to be baptized and confess Christ 
before men. Butj as the appointed time drew near, the entreaties and 
threats of their heathen friends prevailed, and their faith and courage 
proved unequal to the trial. After these five years’ delay the mother bas 
now come, and we still follow-the son with our prayers. The two other 
converts.of this year are young men in whose hearts we bope the grace 
_ of God will so prevail that they may become helpful in the Mission. 


. Pi“ 
SS 


i) 
We beg our friends will help us with their prayers that God will 


deepen the work of grace in the hearts of all these couverts, and add 
many to their number of “ such as shall be saved.” 


ViI.—Finances. 


In our last Report we mentioned the generous donation of Mr. F., 
placed for us in the hands of Rev. Mr. A. of Bombay, a portion of which 
we counted as already in hand in reporting our Mission as free from 
debt. Mr. A. had assured us it should be promptly remitted, and it seeim- 
ed better to trigt to his assurances than to appeal to the sympathy of 
friends by reporting the mission in debt. To the present time, however, 
Mr. A. has failed to seud us any of thuse Rs.800 in his keeping. In 
April our debt had increased to more than Rs.1,000, and we found it 
impossible to repress anxiety. But the Lord had acare for us: generous 
help came from unexpected quarters, and we have been enabled to close 
the year with a debt of only Rs. 281. 


With this fresh experieneé that God's prcvidence and promise fail not, 
we are enabled to pray and work on, anxious mainly for a larger blessing 
on oar effurts to enlighten and save these precious souls, and to see ef- 
fective measures adopted to reinforce and perpetuate our mission. 


We aresorry wecap report no progress inthe watter of a reinforcement. 
Our “ marching orders” are positive,“ Go yeinto all the world ;” but 
evidently the young men of our home churches deem it prudent to sti- 
pulate for “ rations.” We blame them not ; but we cannot cease to plead 
for our dear Mission. A special providence has thrown upon us this res- 
ponsibility, We commenced this mission, not at our own wish, but 
“ under orders.’ God has blessed our endeavors. The work has grown 
upon our hands, and we need help. Openings for efforts, with bright 
promise of large results, present themselves on every hand, but we cannot 
enter them. Failing health and strength, after 22 years’ labor in India, 
remiod us that our working days are fast passing ; and the question press- 
es—soinetimes with painful force—what is to become of this band of 
wative converts, these mission buildings, and these perishing idolaters 
around us, when we can work no longer? Must this dear Mission die 
with us ? 


We submit this question to the dear brethren of our own branch of 
Christ’s Charch. Some of them, we know, are praying : “ The Lord, send 
thee help from the sanctuary, and strengthen thee out of Zion.” God bless 
them for their warm sympatly, and prayers. But if “to pray well is to work 
well,” it is because the working goes with the praying. If this Mission. is 
to be vigorously prosecuted and perpetuated, prayer must issue in prompt 
and earnest action. There is no time to lose! Must this dear Mission die 
with us ? . 


OUR SOUL WAITETH FOR THE Loxy: HE ts OUR HELY AND OUR SHIELD,” 
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We thank God on behalf of the dear friends who have sent us help the past 
year as follows, viz, :— | 
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MISSION SCHOOLS IN: INDIA. 


(From Chesson & Woodhall's Miscellany.) 
[ Mession Schools in India of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, 


&e, By the Rev. RX. G. Witner, fifteen years Missionary ofthe Board.] 
Tus bork is altogether a novelty in its way, and cannot fail to exeite attention 
among those who take an interest in missionary operitions. It gives to the large 
bod 5 of contributors to these an opportunity such as few of them perhaps ever 
had before, of looking behind the scenes, and observing the character and work- 
ing of the machinery by which direction is given to their liberality, and its prac- 
tical results directed, controlled, or, it inay be, frustrated. 

In his ‘* Introduction,” the suthor says,—* It is the design of the following 
pages to develop the educational theoty and practice of the American Board, and 
the character and results of its various mission schools ;" and the ‘‘ principles, 
facts, and results” he presents to the wission-supporting comimunity are calcula- 
ted to enable them to see, more clearly than they ever saw before, what it is that 
they do support, besides affording them ample materials for coming to a corrtct 
conclusion as to what they ough{to support. If it leads Christian men to do 
something mor> than indiscriminately give their money to what they believe io 
general to be objects of the highest importance to their fellow-men,—if it leads 
them to observe and discriminate in regard to missionary operations, and to ex- 
ercise their own judgment as tothe relative importance of its different depart- 
ments, instead of leaving all that to the too much concentrated wisdom of boards 
and committees, this book will not have been written in vain. 

The circumstances that called it forth are known to many of our readers- 
For the benefit of those who may. be unacquainted with them, we shall state 
briefly the main facts, as giveo in the clear and full narrative of Mr. Wilder. 

The American Mission Board commenced its operations in Bombay in 1813. 
Its missionuties were the first who laboured there, and very soon after their 
arrival they were led to open schools for Hindoo children. In this all succeeding 
_ missions found it expedient to follow their example. It was not easy to get 
opportunities of preaching to the more respectable classes in the streets and 
other public places, and it was altogether impossible to obtain opportunity of 
preaching on successive occasions to the same parties, so as to ensure their getting 
a clear understanding of the truths of Christianity. No such difficulty existed in 
regard to the outcastes ; but, to use the words of Mr. Wilder, “while these 
constitute but a twelfth of the people, their influence does not extend upward.” 
But although the better classes of adults would not generally come to listen to 
the preaching of the missionaries, they showed from the first a willingness to al- 
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low their children to go to them and to receive instruction in the whole compass 
of Christian truth, if they would but ensure their being taught also the ordinary 
branches of secular education. This was far from being on onerous or disadvan- 
tageous condition, furevery braach of true knowledge taught, was a wedge driven 
into the foundations of Hindooism, diminishing ité-strength, and thereby, lessen- 
ing the obstacles to the success of their preaching. By these schools the mission- 
aries were not only able to preach and teach Christianity to the utmost of their 
desire, to the rising generation of the better classes, but they obtained thereby 
also the opportunity they sought, of preachin gto their jarents and other adult 
relatives ; for these came readily and, frequently to the schools to hear their 


children taught, aud when once there, they ordinarily remained and listened: 


attentively to all that was said, A state of friendly intercourse was also thus 
brought about between the missionaries and the better classes of the Natives, 
which probably could not lisve becn attained except by meons of the schcole. 

It does not appear that the American missionuries spent their own time in 
secularteaching. We are far indeed from thinking that it would have been at all 
derogatory to their character as ministers of religion to have done so for the 
furtherance of their own proper work, any more than it. was to that of the 
Apostle Paul to spend part of his tine in tent-making for his own support and 
that of his companions in labour, when the imputation by his. enemies of sordid 
motives rendered it inexpedient fur him te accept the proffered support of the 
churches. But there was no necessity for their doing so; they could procure for 
& trifling monthly payment, heathen teachers to do this sufficiently well to satisfy 
both parents and children, and we thiwk they seted wisely and well in employing 
them. It was as legitimate to employ such to teach reading, writing, grammar, 
arithmetic, und geography, as to employ heathen tailors to make their clothes, 
and heathen builders and carpenters to build their houses and make their furpi- 
ture. Aud the missionaries appear to have +peut all their own time and strength 
in commun’ cating the knowledge of Christian trath either to the young and those 
who assembled with them in the schools, or to the adult population when they 
could find hearers in public places. 

The schools wete a comparatively trifling expense to the Board ; and nota 
few of them appear to have cost it nothing, being ent irely supported by the volun- 
tary contributions of Europeans in this country, who sew and apprecioted their 
Value as a means of evangelising the heathen. Mr. Wilder says, p. i72—*The 
estimate and iuterest of European Christians in these schools ix aitestcd by their 
geierous donations for their support. No other branch of our leLours hus elicited 
from them such ready and generous aid,’’ Aud he gives in the same pege the 
following extract from a letter by the Rev. Mr, Munger, then at Jaulnah, urging 
the sefiding of another missionary to thet station: ‘* Will you not segaid the 
readiness of the Europeans here to relieve you of the entire expense of Native 
eaucation as an indication of ite being the Loid’s will that you sustain thes 
labours t Give us a helper, and { will pledge mysclf to furnish funds adequate 
to the educational purposes of the station, so long as the great Head of the 
Church shall continue mehere.” At the stetion of Kolapore, Mr. Wilder sey* 
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the schools ‘‘ were always supported by our: European friends, not a farthing of 
their expense ever-having come from the home funds of the Board.” 

We do not consider that auy legitimate argument as to the correctness or 
otherwise of the principle involved in any particular mode of conducting mission- 
ary work can be drawn from its results, whether favourable or unfavourable, At 
the same time, we can conceive that long-coatinued want of success might 
dishearien both managing board: and their missionary agents, and incline them to 
discontinue old methods or try new opes. But no such sant of success occurred 
lo discourage either the American Board or its missionaries, with theic schools, 
On the contrary, all their great success —all the best results of their labours, were 
either directly or indirecily obtained through their schools, On this point, Mr. 


‘Wilders work is so particularly full and satisfactory, that we shall make ne 


exiracts, but refer our readers.to the buok itself for the voluminous and igterest- 
ing details. \ 

Those who have been personally coguisait of the proceedings of the Ameri- 
can missiovaries in this country do not require to be told of the adinirable tact and 
discretion, as well as the devoted piety, that have characterised their operation 
fcom the simall beginuings of the great and good Gordon Hall to tie large and ex- 
tensive organisations into which they have since developed. As labourers in the 
mission field, they have conferred honour.on the churches that produced them and 
sent them forth to their mission of mercy in this distant land , aud they require no 
approval from either boards’, or prudential committees, or deputations, to com- 
mend them to the community, European or Native, of British India. They have 
“epistles of commendation,” not a few, written by the Spirit of God on the 
hearts of immortal beings, through their mini-trations ‘ delivered from the 
power of darkness and trausiated into the kingdom of Christ,” which will witness 
to their faithful labours when ustionslities shall have ceaxed and idolatry and 
superstition for ever pass: d awa’. 


A numbecc of infelligent young men, chicfly Brahmins, an: all teachers or 
pupils in the schools, having mode a profession of Christianity, oud some of them 
being desirous of labouring » imi->sionaries among their country men, it was con- 
sidered that every poasibic adyvautage should be afforded them to render them 
efficient labourers, “Mos vo,:¢, a desire for a knowledge of English, as the ouly 
means of access to the stures of European knowledge, had spread extensively 
amang the Native community, rendering it necessary.to add that language to the 
other branches of secular learning tamght in their schools, if the missionaries, were 
1o retain their connection with the higher classes of Natives, In [535 they com- 
menced an English school ut Ahmeduuggur, which in process of time became a 
large and floadrishing institution. There a nuimber of high-caste young men were 
converted, and the Native preachers and assistants of the mission obtained the 
education requisite to qualify them for their work. 


The recorded testimony of nearly all the missionaries iu InJia and Ceylon, as 
quoted by Mr, Wilder, aniply beara out the declaration of one of their number, 
that ‘instead of being a hindrance to oral preaching experience amply shows 
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hat they! futnish opportunities for stated oral preaching ten'times as often and to 
twenty times as many hearers as would be possible without them.” 


' “The Board in Ameri¢a had all along concurred with the mitsionaries ia their 
estimate of the importance aid value of the schools, and had again and again ex- 
pressed its approval of them, and complimented the missiontries for their wisdom— 
in devising and adopting them, and their efficiency in conducting them ; and the 
mission went on at all its stations with steadily increasing prosperity and success 
until 1851. But shortly after the highest commendations had been passed apon 
their schools by the Board, and when they were at the highest state of prosperity 
to which they had ever attained, “ our secretaries,” they say, “* began tochange 
their policy.” These words are from the aniual report of the missionaries for 1864, 
and occur in a passage relating to certain Loarding-schools of the mission , and as” 
the statement is somewiuat remarkable, we reprint the passage verbatim us quoted 
by Mr. Wilder p. 236: ‘* These boarding-schools were commenced under jastruc- 
tions from hoine, and the great echools of the American Mission in' Ceylon were 
held up to us as models after which to copy. Our secretaries, however, several 
years since began to change their policy iu this respect, and in 1851 the abandon- 
ment of the old system was commenced in this mission, and completed in 1854 by 


the coming of the Deputation.”’ 


: There does not appear to be any inadvertency inthis mode of expression by 
the united body of missionaries ; and Mr, Wilder, in common with others whose 


opinions are given in detail, uses precisely similar expressions. 


For example at 


p. 85 —“ The missionaries were united and earnest in asking what (he secrelary 


was unwilling they should have.” 
victions were opposed fo (he views and wishes of Dr. Anderson.” 


Again at p. 100 


—* They knew that their con- 


And again at 


p. 122—* The quotations from Dr. Anderson are conclusive that his views were 
directly opposed to the convictions of the missionaries, and that he felt embarrass- 
ed by them to such an extent that he made the journey to India on purpose to 


wppose aud thwart their views there on the ground.” 


quotations. 


But we need not multiply 
The distinct impression wé have got froma cafeful perusal of the 


book is, that by “ The Board” and the “ Prudential Committee’’—the whole 
miachiuery, in fact, by which the funds and the operations of this extensive mission 
are controlled and regulated—we dre to understand “ The Secreturics,” and by 
‘(The Secretaties” simply “ Dr. Anderson, Senior Secretary A. B.C. F. M.” 
Whether designed by Mr. Wilder or ‘not, we think this is the impresvion that 
must be conveyed to every reader of the book. 


We knew that this was the state of things in regard to boards and commit- 
tees of management io the old world, with its conservative habits and stereotyped 


institations, all tending to the coucentration and conservation of power and influ- 
ence, and that very unpleasant things sometimes accrue from it ; ; but we did sup- 
pose it might be otherwise in republican America, for political and religious 
institutions have a reciprocal influence on each dther. 
ficient allowance for that dominating propensity of mnan’é ature; which is stron- 


But We did not make suf- 
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get than all human institutions, and ie radically the same in Boston, St. Peters- 
burg, and Rome, 


It'seemis incident (o the constitution of boards and managing committees 
(hat their secretaries or conveners should become the depositories of their autho- 
rity and influence, For thie these office-beurers are not to blame. They are 
generally selected because of their taking a greeter interest’ in the busiuess, and 


oppewing willing to give more time and attention to it than the other members. | 


Aud when's committee hae got u working secretary, it ordinarily leaves the whole 
burden of the business to him. As a genétal rule, meetings of committees are 
poorly attended, most of the members coming only occasionally. Hence the se- 
cretary, who is always at his post, is the only person fully acquainted with the 
‘details of the business ; and the other members, conscious of their own remias- 
ness, and thankful to him for relieving them from ail trouble, feel some delicacy 
about opposing his opinions or criticising his management. Thas, although 
acting in the name and by the authority of the whole body, he is almost uncon- 
trolled, regulating the disbursement of money, exercising patronage, and directing 
agents, virtually according to his own pleasure. We recollect hearing a member 
of a committee which was entrusted with the management of large funds, and 
the control of extensive agency, say jocularly —‘‘ We are merely a sort of Regis- 
tration Court ; our only basiness is to approve the resolutions and record the 
doings of our Secretary.” If the secretary be able, honest, and discreet, no harm 
may accrue from this state of things ; but should he chance to be a wrong-head- 
ed, obstinate cr pragmatical man, he may doa world of mischief and injustice. 
If he should even exhibit no glaring disqualification except the common one of 
being somervyhat too wise in his own conceit, he muy: be an instrument of much 
evil. Of the qualifications of Dr. Anderson, Senior Secretary to the A.B C.F. 
M. the readers of Mr. Wilder's book have before them ubundant materials for 
forming an opinion. 

The missionaries, as we have secu, had, with the full concurrence of the 
Board, established schools at all their stations, both ia India and Ceylon. They 
were tnanimous in opinion thet these were essential to the full discharge of the 
work of making known the Gospel to all classes, and that without them their 
labours would be almost confined to the )uwest, and thata very small section of 
the community. They had gone on with perfect unanimity and increasing uc- 
cess for thirty-seven years, when Dr. Anderson chauged his policy, and began 
by abolishing their chief seminary, the flourishing institution at Ahmednuggur, 
where Euglish was taught, aud a superior education given. The effects of this 
measure the inissionaries found to be most detrimental to their work, The 
higher classes of Natives begap to fall away from them. Even their own cop. 
verts, some of whom they had been training as missionaries, began to leave them 
and go (o the schools of other missions, where they could obtain that higher edu- 


éation for (themselves and their children which was now denied them by their. 
owa church. Thus the prospect of establishing Native churches in connectiong 
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with themselves, which had began to open-up'so. promisingly before them, seemed 
to be passing away. These things stirred them up to make a vigorous and united 
effort to.obiain the sanction ofithe, Board—i, e: of Dr. Auderson—to the -cstab- 
lishment. of a superior schov! of their,owa in Bombay... Their united appeal, and 
the separate letters in,support of it from each, individual missionary, are given in 
Mr. Wilder's book. We will not spoil them by. extracts ; they should be perused 
entire. We feel assured that no Christian man or, body of Christian men, not 
predetermined to oppose them, could. resist their incontrovertible arguments. and 
heart-stitring appeals, But Dr,; Anderson. had taken his stand, and was resolved 
to carry out his own views. The abolition of the seminary. at Ahmeduuggur was 
only the commencement; and {rom the ready obedience given, to his onder for its 
suppression, aud that of some, other schools, hemay have inferred that the entice 
elimination of the educational element, alihough a measure utterly opposed to the 
viewys and wishes of the missionaries, would be accomplished without any. violent 
opposition on their part,. But this united public appeal made the quiet. extinction 
uf all their, schools by. a simple order impossible, Such.a public and unanimous 
de:monstration.in favourof the educational system from so large a body of able 
ond.experienced. men, strong in the position they held in the public .es!imation, 
could mot be.passed over lightly, far lesa iguored.. Their arguments are un- 
answerable; and Dr. Anderson had too much sense to attempt answering them. 
But his determination to carry out bis purpose remained unshaken, end he adopt- 
ed another .mode of accomplishing it. He came to Bombay, along with the Rev, 
A.C, Thomson, as a * Deputation,” The only purpose his associate appears to 
have served, so far as.can be gathered from Mr. Wilder's history of their opera- 
tions in.India, was to enable.Dr. Anderson to speak in the. plural number: and 
the economics of the deputation are briefly summed up in the following para- 
graph, p. 110:—*‘It is proper to say here, that the annual interest of the money 
spent by the deputation, if well invested, would, I think, have supported this 
high school, which they went to suppress, in perpetuo. Or it would have met 
nearly half'the ¢ost of the building desired, and brother Hume could easily have 
raised the other balf in India in a twelvemonth.” 

‘ Certainly no one will commend the modesty of the minister, and he, too, one 
holding the doctrine of ministerial parity, who could go as a “ Deputation™ to 
conttol, overbear, and subvert the conscientious opinions and well devised plans 
aud operations of a dozcn of his brethren in the ministry, some of them evidently 
abler men than himself ; he being, moreover, eutirely destitate of thet practical 
kudwledge and experienc: so largely possessed by them, without which n0 man 
could be competent to form an intelligent judgment of the expediency of the differ- 


- ebt modes of conducting ‘missionary operations. The idea of any one obtaining this 


knowledge and experience in so short atime as Dr. Anderson remained in this 
country, is simply absurd But he does not appear to have attempted it : his opinions 
wete formed and his plan settled before he left America. He did uot even visit 
all the stations. © He set himself at once to acc omplish the object for which he had 
come to fndis'; and if that object was in itself objectionable, his mode of carrying 
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it out was much more +o; and the whole proceedings, to which Mr. Wilder's 
book has now given’ publicity, can scarcely fuilto «hake the confidence of the 
Ametiean churches in the’board, committees and secretaiies entrusted with the 
management of the missions sapported by their contributions. The book must be 
attentively read by those who desire fully tc apprehend the pregnant bat ‘mildly 
worded suggestion of Mr. Wilder: “‘ There may be imperfections in the organisa- 
tion of the Board which give undue influence to some in its direction who love 
power: if so, they Ought to be corrected.” The love of power is common 
enough, but sach opportunities of indulging it do not occur (to many. A more 
despotic abuse of power than this book discloses could searcely occur in the Vas 
tieun, and the dexterity with which the “ Deputation” sought to lay the onus of 
all that was doue upon the missionaries themselves, was worthy of a disciple of 
Loyola. 

Mr. Wilder says —“ The impression has been studiously and widely circula- 
ted atnong the patrons of the Board, that all action and chauges effected while 
the deputation was in [India were effected, not by the deputation, bat by the 
spontaneous votes of the missiouaries.””—“ I know it has been affirmed that the 
deputation went. out with no settled views or theories, aud only to sce what was 
best to be done. But this statement is opposed to the plain facts of the case.” — 
“Tt is unmistakeab'e that the deputation went to India with a seliled theory and 
a definite object ia view, and that object was to subvert the united and repeated- 
ly expressed views of all wissionaries,”’ 

They bad obtained fiom the prudential committee (no difficult matter toe 
clever managing secretary with a confiding committee) ‘+ full power and authority 
to do what they should think best, irrespective of the experience cnd convictions 
of any or all their missionaries in the field.’—‘* Every man of us [says Mr. 
Wilder} knew that he could not oppose such full power and authority without 
jwturring di+pleasure. It became the part of prudence either to yield our con- 


victions entirely, or hold them in strict abeyance to this authority, or resign our 


counection withthe Board.” A call was issued to all the missivnaries to meet at 
Ahmedilogeur. They met accordingly, and Dr. Anderson had his ** instructions” 
read, “ showing clearly his purpose to abolish the schools, and their full power 
and authority to execute this purpose.” Then came an exposition of the policy 
of the Board; a documect drawn up, we infer, by Dr. And.rson himself, and 
which occupied him fifty minutes in reading. ‘* This document was in the terms 
of positive and absvlute authority, purporting to utter the fixed views and prin- 
ciples of the committee, which must be cariied into effect. This document has 
never teen publi-hed, and Dr. Anderson says it never shall be. We asked for 
a copy of it to put on the records of the meeting. but were refused. [asked Dr. | 
A. for it myrelf only a short time ago, acd was again refued.” ‘* But why 
not?’ asked Mr. W.—"' Are you unwilling the churches should know what 


means you used to make your influence felt in securing that acti m!’’ Dr. As 


— *I expect to have influence whea I visit the missions.” A/r- W.—*' Yes, you. 
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Ought to have ; but ought not. your responsibilily Lo be co-equal with your injlu- 
ence?’: .Dr..d.—'* What do you mean?’ Mr,, W.—‘' 1, mean just what soy. 
question implies,,, You ought tobe willing to let the public and the. patrons of the 
Board read that document, and be respousible.to them fur just the amount of 
influence you brought to bear on the missionaries." Dr. A.—'* That document 
had its.use.and importance at the time , but the public has no right toit.. Oue 
brother.in the Madura Mission borrowed it to Jook.over, and took the liberty to 
copy au.extract, but I would not let hist keep the extract he had copied. It W ys 
never meant jor the public.” Mr. W.—* How can you reconcile your course in 
that matter with your representation to the public that the action of the missiona- 
ries was unconstrained and free!” Dr. A.-—‘* The Board sent me to lodia that 
I might have influence. Jt was because the views of the - missionaries were 
wrong thata deputation was needed, We went on purpose to change their 
views. 

Dr. Andersons mode of *‘ changing theic views” showed him to be possessed 
of qualifications which in the palmy days of the Inquisition might have raised 
him to the office of Grand Inquisitor, * * * Mr, Wilder's book is ably 
ssitten and is likely to du good service to the cause of missions, *  * 


